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Overview

This city atlas provides information regarding the severity of damage to structures across 23
neighbourhoods in Ar-Ragqga. In partnership with UNITAR's Operational Satellite
Applications Programme - UNOSAT, and The International NGO Safety Organisation - INSO,
REACH was able to identify key-infrastructure that has likely been damaged or destroyed.

Through this comprehensive analysis on the specific location and classification of structrual
damage, the atlas aims to be a tool for local government and humanitarian organizations to
facilitate in the planning and implementation of humanitiarian activities in Ar-Raqqa.

Context

Between November 2016 and October 2017, the campaign to expel the group known as
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) from Ar-Ragqga governorate led to an
escalation of conflict across the area. The city of Ar-Raqga in February 2017 had a total of
1,667 satellite-detected damaged or destroyed structures, which when assessed at the
end of the conflict in October 2017 saw a major spike with an increase to 12,668 total
affected structures within the city.

The population of Ar-Raqqa city dropped from an estimated 229,000 in late 2016 to fewer
than 3,000 persons in October 2017. Although clashes within the city did not begin until
June 2017, there were significant outflows of people as early as April in anticipation of
increased conflict. Following the cessation of fighting in Ar-Raqqga city and complete
evacuation of civilians in mid-October 2017, we are now witnessing tens of thousands of
IDPs returning to areas of origin with limited access to livelihoods and in severe need of
de-mining and repairs to shelters, roads and other infrastructure. The areas with the
highest levels of returns are Ma’amoun and Ammar Ibn Yaser (Meshlab), Al-Thawrah
(Qaraba) and Tishrine/Baath (Rmelah). These were the first areas that civilians returned to
and are located along some of the primary access routes into the city.

Methodology

Using high resolution satellite imagery acquired on 21 October 2017, 03 February 2017,
29 May 2015, 12 February 2014, and 22 October 2013 structural damage was identified.
INSO enumerators collected the location and type of 398 major infrastructure points of
interest. Using this data REACH was able to assess the likelihood of these points of
interest and key-infrastrucuture being damaged or destroyed. The results are provided for
each individual neighbourhood. Findings should be considered as indicative only.
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