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Proposal for Food Security and Vulnerability Assessment of Syrian Refugees in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Summary

The World Food Programme (WFP)’s Regional Emergency Operation (EMOP) is planning to conduct a Food Security and Vulnerability Assessment of Syrian Refugees in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I). REACH in Iraq would act as implementing partner, to conduct a household-level survey of all of the roughly 20,000 Syrian refugee households living in camps in the KR-I. This assessment aims to address the information gaps regarding the correlations between vulnerabilities, socio-economic profile and food security of refugees in Iraq. Data will be collection between mid-May and early June, through a survey designed by WFP and UNHCR, using Open Data Kit (ODK) software on smartphones. REACH will also use the data for mapping to better visualize and understand special distribution of demographic data and certain variables. Analysis of the data will allow WFP and UNHCR to create vulnerability criteria for targeting food assistance to the extremely vulnerable in camps. This will enable WFP and UNHCR to more efficiently assist the affected population.
Background and Context

With the conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic within its fourth year, refugees that have flooded into neighbouring countries of Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Turkey and Egypt are facing a drawn out situation of asylum. With the conflict in Syria showing no sign of abating, it is unclear when these refugees will be able to return home. 

According to UNCHR, since the beginning of the crisis in Syria, almost 250,000 Syrians have sought refuge in Iraq, the majority of which arrived in the KR-I between August and December 2013. A further over 35,000 Syrians entered the KRI-I since October 2014 from both Turkey and Syria. Roughly 40% of Syrian refugees in the KRI-I are still residing in eight camps across the three governorates of the KRI and adjacent disputed territories. 
REACH has been actively supporting information management efforts undertaken by humanitarian actors in Iraq since November 2012. In response to the Syrian crisis REACH undertakes assessments and provides technical support to humanitarian partners, in order to identify priority needs to better inform and enable effective prioritization of humanitarian assistance. REACH’s mission seeks to strengthen evidence-based decision making by aid actors through efficient data collection, management, analysis and report writing.
With the protraction of the Syrian refugee crisis, the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP) for 2015 and 2016 focuses on resilience-based and sustainable approaches, which has been reflected in a shift towards development in programming in response to the Syrian crisis. This has become even more critical taking into account the eruption of the internal displacement crisis in Iraq since the start of 2014, further saturating the humanitarian landscape. The combined number of Syrian refugees and Iraqi IDPs in the KR-I now amounts to more than 20% of the population of the region (five million).
  Subsequent overcrowding and competition for humanitarian resources, service provision and jobs has risen sharply for refugees living in camps. 
Needs Analysis

Since late 2012, WFP has provided food assistance to Syrian refugees registered in refugee camps, now both in-kind to some 10% of all camp-residing refugees and vouchers to some remaining 90%. The findings of the WFP/UNHCR Joint Assessment Mission (JAM), conducted in May 2014, recommended the introduction of needs-based targeting according to household-level socio-economic profiles, taking into account the varied situations among camps and findings that indicate a strong relationship between household income and the diversity, quality and quantity of the diet. Furthermore, the REACH/UNHCR Multi Sector Needs Assessment (MSNA) of Syrian refugees living in camps, conducted in December 2014, also found a strong relationship between household income and food security.
Furthermore, the overall humanitarian situation in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) has become increasingly complex since the last Multi-Sector Needs Assessment (MSNA) carried out in May 2014. The protracted Syrian crisis and simultaneous Iraqi crisis, as well as other global crises, has resulted in a reduction in the level of donor support for humanitarian actors in Iraq, including WFP. Until the receipt of additional funding, targeted WFP food assistance to extremely vulnerable refugees may be necessary in order to compensate for funding shortfall.
In order to better understand how vulnerability is related to food security within the Syrian refugee population living in camps in Iraq, a food security and vulnerability assessment of all households living in the eight camp settings of the KRI-I is needed. This will help to inform and determine vulnerability criteria that can be applied to registered refugee households as WFP moves towards targeted assistance in camp settings. 
Objectives

In close coordination with the WFP and UNHCR, REACH would be mobilised to collect vulnerability and food security data at the household level of all Syrian refugee households in camp settings across the KR-I. Data collection would take place between mid-May and early June 2015, across eight camps in all three governorates of Erbil, Sulaymaniyah and Dahuk.  

The overall objective of this assessment is to examine the relationship between vulnerability and food security, and subsequently identify extremely vulnerable families eligible for targeted food assistance. The assessment will require household questionnaires to be administered to the entire population of Syrian refugees residing in camps in the KR-I. This will amount to approximately 20,000 households (HH) questionnaires that will need to be administered and analysed. The assessment seeks to inform the WFP and UNHCR’s joint development of applicable vulnerability targeting criteria.
The data gathered will include demographic data, food security indicators including income, expenditure, food consumption score, food-based and livelihood-based coping strategies, as well as socio-economic indicators. This data will then be analysed to establish correlations between food security and livelihood assets and activities, hence a standard threshold will be developed to disaggregate refugees into different socio-economic groups.
Methodology

The assessment will be based on data collection through household interviews, informed by and complimented with a desk-based review of secondary data.
The development of the list of indicators and the final questionnaire to be used will be created by WFP and UNHCR, and then translated to Arabic and converted to ODK software by REACH.
The assessment will involve sweep methodology, interviewing all (roughly 20,000) Syrian refugee households
 residing in each of the eight camps across the KRI: Akre, Domiz and Gawilan camps in Dahuk governorate, Basirma, Darashakran, Kawergosk and Qushtapa camps in Erbil governorate, and Arbat camp in Sulaymaniyah governorate. 
The table shows the rough population size of registered households (based on the average household size of five individuals) according to the UNHCR, in order to give a rough indication of spread of data collection.
 Prior to assessment the exact number of households residing in each camp will need to be established in coordination with camp management and the UNHCR’s registration system.
	Camp
	Population (registered individuals)
	Sample size


	Akre
	1,469
	294

	Domiz 
	47,941
	9,588


	Kawergosk
	10,056
	2,011

	Darashakran
	9,747
	1,949

	Qushtapa
	6,288
	1,258

	  Basirma
	3,536
	707

	Gawilan
	6,624
	1,325

	Arbat 
	5,863
	1,173

	TOTAL
	91,524
	18,305


Households

A household is defined as a set of individuals/families sharing a set of shelters and expenses. The methodology used in this assessment would define households based on information derived from household residents. As a single household can be inhabited by more than one family or one family can living in more than one household, the assessment will focus solely on the definition of a household. 

Data collection

The assessment will be conducted door to door, where enumerators identify each household and are overseen by field coordinators. To ensure that all households are covered, data collection will be organized by camp section and each household physically marked to track completed interviews. Identified households will then be approached for interview following a clear consecutive pattern, making sure to note and return to any previously unoccupied households. Maps based on satellite imagery of each camp (previously created by REACH) will facilitate field coordination and tracking of households. A functioning addressing system in Akre, Domiz, Domiz II and Qushtapa, will further facilitate planning and oversight of data collection. Further, at the start of each interview, the enumerator will record the gps coordinates of the entrance to the set of shelters. The spatial distribution of households can be checked daily by REACH GIS teams to identify any gaps that need to be addressed.
The household-level survey will be conducted with one household representative using a questionnaire administered by REACH enumerators on Android-based smartphones with an ODK platform, enabling data entry directly during the interview. Where possible, such as in Domiz where registration data has been linked to the addressing/shelter ID system, the shelter number will be collected for each household in order to potentially link specific household vulnerability criteria to their registration data. 

Assessment teams will be supervised by REACH field coordinators throughout the entire data collection process. A comprehensive training and piloting session with all enumerators will precede data collection, to ensure full understanding and correct potential misinterpretations.
Activities

REACH will conduct the following activities:
· Identify, hire, train and supervise enumerators: directly managed by experienced senior field coordinators already employed by REACH, and overseen by the designated REACH assessment officer. 
· Translate into Arabic and convert the survey (created by WFP and UNHCR) into ODK platform. 

· Conduct one day of training and one day of pilot data collection. 

· Ensure that surveys are administered to the entire Syrian refugee camp population of the KR-I.
· Record, clean and analyse the data collected under the supervision of the UNCHR and WFP technical experts.
· Maintain a database of the data collected for the purposes of data cleaning and analysis (to be handed over to WFP and UNHCR).
· Examine the possibility, where registration data has been linked to the addressing/shelter ID system, to potentially link specific household vulnerability criteria to their registration data.

· Mapping of demographics such as population and household density, space per person (which can be disaggregated by gender). Other maps for could also be produced where relevant or to demonstrate variations of variables and their spatial distribution in larger camps. 
· Draft a final report on the findings of the assessment under the supervision of the UNHCR and WFP technical experts.
Risks and Risk Management
Errors are possible in data collection. These can be mitigated by piloting the form, training enumerators and supervision in the field.

Taking into account the level of assessment fatigue in the camps, affected populations may be unwelcoming of the activity. This will be managed through sensitization by camp management and thorough training on introductions and accountability with the enumerators.
With many households occupying more than one tent, in order to avoid risking interviewing different members of the same household, each respondent will be identified as a representative of their household upon presentation of their UNCHR registration documentation; this will then be corroborated and tracked with the UNHCR’s registration list. This will also ensure that surveys are administered to the entire Syrian refugee camp population of the KRI-I. 

Considering the scale of the assessment coupled with the limited time frame, additional enumerators beyond those already staffed full-time with REACH will need to be hired and trained in order to ensure that data collection is finished on time.
As many Syrian refugee households are registered in the camp but do not reside within the camp itself (and thereby retain access to camp food assistance), the data collection needs to avoid as much as possible including households living outside camps within the assessment in order to capture only the vulnerability criteria for households living inside camps. Questionnaires will therefore only be conducted on site in or next to the premise of each household within the camps.
Past Experiences and Successes 

Whether in South Sudan, Somalia or within the context of the Syria Crisis, REACH has an established and proven track record in conducting both camp sweeps and comprehensive food security assessments for example on behalf of both WFP and FAO as well as the Department for International Development (DfID) and the UNHCR. Globally, our camp assessment and food security-related experience ranges from rapid assessments, impact evaluations conducted on behalf of DfID and its implementing partners, to succinct, programmatic assessments designed to inform specific planning and strategic needs in Jordan, Iraq and Lebanon. 
Within the context of the Syria crisis, REACH has conducted a range of food security and livelihoods assessments targeted at multiple population sub-groups across Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon. In Iraq, REACH has recently conducted the KR-I wide Rapid Food Security Assessment (RFSA) of IDPs in camps and non-camps, as well as host community populations, in collaboration with the WFP and FAO. REACH has also conducted multiple multi-sector assessments with rigorous food security components. These include, but are not limited to, the Integrated Food Security Assessment, two rounds of the Syrian refugee MSNA, the Joint Assessment Mission (JAM) in refugee camp settings, the IDP Multi-Cluster Needs Assessment, as well as the Host Communities Needs Assessment, all of which were conducted on behalf of WFP and UNHCR and were deeply integrated into relevant coordination mechanisms to maximize impact and planning value. At each juncture, REACH has strived to ensure that all findings and analyses were unique and strategically or programmatically relevant for all parties involved.  
In Jordan REACH, in conjunction with the WFP, jointly planned and executed a country-wide, district level Comprehensive Food Security Monitoring Exercise (CFSME) designed to inform WFP’s programmatic shift towards targeted assistance. Data analysis was conducted jointly with WFP’s regional VAM experts, thus bringing to bear both organisations’ technical expertise. This ultimately yielded a robust quantitative model which profiled key determinants of food insecurity and vulnerability and which is now being applied to inform WFP’s programmatic shift. The purpose of this assessment was much the same as what is being proposed here in looking to help identify targeting criteria. In itself, this makes REACH uniquely positioned to conduct such a joint exercise here in the KRI. 
Likewise in Jordan, REACH – in collaboration with FAO and the Government of Jordan Ministry of Agriculture – jointly planned, coordinated and finalized an integrated Food Security and Livelihoods assessment which contributed to bridging a key information gap and identified sectors of concern for Jordanian host communities adversely affected by the shock of the refugee influx. Much the same was the case in Lebanon where REACH, FAO and the Government of Lebanon Ministry of Agriculture worked together to accomplish the same common objectives.
Further, REACH has considerable specific methodological experience relevant to this proposed assessment. In Jordan REACH has conducted multiple large camp sweep assessments of Za’atari refugee camp, for example in collaboration with UNICEF to assess waste water management and on the behalf of UNHCR to evaluate shelter needs. In addition, in South Sudan REACH carried out a series of four thematic IDP camp sweeps of Gendressa, Yida and Kaya, at the request of UNHCR and BPRM between 2012 and 2014 in order to measure demographics, tracking food distributions, primary needs and adherence to sphere standards. These gave actors and stakeholders and accurate picture of conditions for all people living inside the camps as opposed to just those registered.
Human and Technical Resources
REACH Iraq has had a continuous presence in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq since September 2012 when it was established to aid humanitarian actors responding to the Syrian refugee influx. This long-term presence has enabled REACH staff to develop a wealth of contextual insights spanning from the beginnings of the crisis all the way to the most recent rounds of internal displacement. 

As an institution, REACH has a proven track record and established expertise in survey design and primary data collection in-country as well as at the regional level, thus ensuring multiple layers of quality control. In addition to this, REACH has a team of trained researchers, analysts and statisticians available in country and at the regional level who have worked on multiple food security-focused assessments within the context of Iraq and the wider regional arena. 
Finally, REACH’s capacity to deploy relies heavily on its operational flexibility and geographic presence; for instance, REACH has maintained a core team of trained enumerators and senior field across all three governorates of the KRI, enabling us to conduct data collection simultaneously across the KRI as a whole.   
Outputs

Outputs by REACH during this assessment would include:
· ODK version of the survey (as created by WFP and UNHCR), also translated into Arabic
· Raw and clean database of data collected

· Analysed database

· Final report on the findings
Timeline
	Activities
	Weeks

	
	17 – 21 May
	24 – 28 May
	31 May – 4 June
	7 – 11 June
	14 – 18 June
	21 - 25 June
	28 June - 2 July
	5 - 9 July
	12 - 16 July
	19 - 23 July
	26 - 30 July

	Preparation of Assessment
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Training of field enumerators
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Logistics arrangements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Finalisation of questionnaire
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Field Activity
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Data collection
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Data Analyses 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Data cleaning
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Data analyses and tabulation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Report writing
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Roles and Responsibilities

The responsibilities of WFP and UNHCR are as follows:
· Design the household level questionnaire
· Supervise and coordinate the overall assessment

· Jointly inform the local authorities on the purpose of the assessment and develop mass information campaign to sensitize the refugees before conducting the assessment

· Provide support and guidance regarding WFP strategy and policy

· Conduct a desk review of existing information, focus group discussions and interviews of key informants to inform the findings of the assessment

· Provide guidance on the quantitative data analysis and conduct a comparison against qualititative data

The responsibilities of REACH would be as follows:

· Identify, hire, train and supervise enumerators

· Translate into Arabic and convert the survey (created by WFP and UNHCR) into ODK platform

· Ensure that surveys (created by WFP and UNCHR) are administered to the entire Syrian refugee camp population of the KR-I
· Record, clean and analyse the data collected under the supervision of the UNHCR and WFP technical experts
· Maintain a database of the data collected for the purposes of data cleaning and analysis (following the completion of the contract, this database will be handed over the WFP and UNHCR)
· Examine the possibility, where registration data has been linked to the addressing/shelter ID system, to potentially link specific household vulnerability criteria to their registration data

· Mapping of demographics such as population and household density, space per person (which can be disaggregated by gender). Other maps for specific variables could also be produced where relevant or to demonstrate special distribution in larger camps
· Draft a final report on the findings of the assessment under the supervision of the UNHCR and WFP technical experts

� UNHCR, Information Kit, Syrian Refugees Iraq, no.9, December 2014.


� For the purpose of this assessment, it is important to set a clear definition of household, here understood as the unit of people living together, sometimes crossing over more than one shelter and sharing sources of income – this can include several ‘immediate’ families.


� Syria Regional Refugee Response, Inter-agency Information Sharing Portal, UNCHR: � HYPERLINK "http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103" �http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103�, 5th May 2015


� Based on an average household size of 5.


� It should be noted that Domiz is known to be about 15,000 people smaller than registration suggests.
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