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Drought in Qansax Dheere District
Bay Region, Somalia                   

August 
2022                   

H2R:
ZOOM IN                  

Drought in Bay Region 
Somalia is experiencing an unprecedented drought, with 
the impact of four consecutive failed rainy seasons following 
the 2010/11 and 2016/17 droughts. The Bay region is one 
of the worst hit areas with a projected 39,360 people facing 
emergency-level conditions (IPC 4) between March 2022 
and June 2022, fueled by widespread livelihood loss and 
an inability to access sufficient food and clean water, and 
health services. Coping capacity is further undermined by 
persistent insecurity and high global food prices. As a result, 
Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) and mortality rates have 
reached critical levels. The cumulative impact has created a 
dire situation, forcing rural households to displace in search 
for humanitarian assistance or access to basic needs. 

Qansax Dheere District in Bay region, which relies heavily 
on agriculture and livestock production, consistently 
records high numbers of departures. This could reflect 
worsening humanitarian conditions in the District. To shed 
light on the growing needs, this factsheet zooms in 
on the findings from Qansax Dheere District collected 
through REACH’s hard-to-reach (H2R) assessment.

Hard-to-reach (H2R) Methodology 
The H2R assessment is based on an Area of Knowledge 
(AoK) methodology and provides an indicative overview 
of the situation in inaccessible areas of southern and 
central regions in Somalia. REACH collected data in 
Qansax Dheere District in 13 hard-to-reach settlements 
between 8 May 2022 and 2 June 2022, through 76 key 
informant (KI) interviews. The assessed settlements are 
spaced evenly across the District. KIs were selected based 
on the condition that they had either been displaced from 
or had visited the assessed location in the 3 months prior 
to data collection, or that they had regular contact with 
family/friends still residing in the settlement. To further 
triangulate KI findings, 12 focus group discussions were 
conducted with IDPs in Baidoa, Kismayo and Mogadishu. 
Indicators refer to the situation between the end of 
the harvest season and the last time the KI left/visited 
the assessed settlement, unless specified in the factsheet. 
The unit of analysis in this factsheet is the KI and findings 
refer to a proportion of the interviewed KIs.1 Findings are 
indicative rather than representative, and should not 
be generalised across the population and District. For 
more information, please see the Methodology Note.
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https://reliefweb.int/disaster/dr-2015-000134-som
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/may/02/somalia-famine-worst-25-years
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/901031516986381462/pdf/122991-v1-GSURR-Somalia-DINA-Report-Volume-I-180116-Digital.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1155438/
https://fews.net/sectors-topics/approach/integrated-phase-classification
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Somalia_Acute_Food_Insec_RoF_2022MarJune_Snapshot.pdf
https://fscluster.org/handbook/Section_three_whz.html
https://fews.net/east-africa/somalia/key-message-update/may-2022
https://displacement.iom.int/somalia
https://anticipatory-action-toolkit.unocha.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Somalia-analytical-calendar-Analytical-calendar.pdf
https://anticipatory-action-toolkit.unocha.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Somalia-analytical-calendar-Analytical-calendar.pdf
https://www.impact-repository.org/document/reach/853dbf3d/REACH_SOM1901_Methodology-Note_H2R_May2022_FINAL_external.pdf
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Key Findings  

Overall findings indicate that drought significantly 
impacted households in Qansax Dheere. Findings highlight 
the vulnerability of agro-pastoral communities who lost 
their income and access to food. Nearly half of interviewed 
KIs said that most people lost a large proportion, if not 
all, of their crops. Similar rates were found for livestock 
deaths. Additionally, livestock diseases were reported by 
42% of KIs who also specified that the impact of livestock 
disease on food access was substantial. Losses do not only 
affect livelihoods; they also restrict food access as own 
crop cultivation was the most commonly reported food 
source for households.

With significant cuts in food production, findings suggest 
that communities commonly had to rely on imported goods 
which are unaffordable to most. The vast majority of KIs (86%) 
indicated that food prices increased over the reporting 
period. KIs pointed out financial factors restricting access 
to markets. Findings suggest that markets are far away, and, 
in addition to not being able to afford items in the market 
(reported by 61% of KIs), some households reportedly also 
struggled to pay for transportation (reported by 27% of 
KIs). All the while, nearly half of KIs (48%) reported that it 
took households over 1 hour to reach the market on foot. 
But even if markets were accessible, and items were 
affordable, a fifth of the interviewed KIs indicated that 
food was not available in markets. 

All these factors appear to have restricted food access 

in Qansax Dheere which worsened over the reporting 
period, according to 82% of KIs. As a result, households 
either had to borrow food (reported by 86% of KIs) or 
borrow money to buy food (64%). In more extreme cases, 
households had to reduce consumption. Over 70% of 
KIs said that at least some households in the assessed 
settlements skipped 2 or more meals per day most of 
the time to cope with a lack of food. Nearly 20% of KIs 
said that this was the case for "many" or "all" households 
across settlements.  

The impact of reduced food consumption was likely further 
aggravated by the lack of access to clean water and health 
services. Over 80% of KIs said that either none or few 
households had access to sufficient water. Overall, 
findings suggest that water was most commonly sourced 
from unprotected wells. In addition, 59% of KIs reported 
that households that did not rely on surface water as 
the most common source still had to substitute their 
water intake by drinking surface water to meet basic 
water needs. The use of unimproved water sources could 
increase household exposure to disease outbreaks.

Over 75% of KIs indicated that households could not 
access any health services with distance and insecurity 
reported as the main reasons. Health issues may become 
life-threatening when households are unable to find care 
which would then increase the likelihood of mortality. 

Movement into and out of Qansax Dheere
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https://fsnau.org/downloads/Multi-Partner-Technical-Release-on-Somalia-2022-Post-Gu-Assessment-and-IPC-Analysis-Results-12-Sep-2022.pdf
https://www.who.int/data/nutrition/nlis/info/improved-sanitation-facilities-and-drinking-water-sources#:~:text=Unimproved%20water%20sources%20include%20unprotected,and%20tanker%20truck%2Dprovided%20water.
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Displacement and Protection

% of KIs who reported 
drought as a climatic 
shock that negatively 
impacted households100G100% 

Reasons why most IDPs in the assessed 
settlements had left their previous location, by 
% of KIs who reported their settlement of origin 
hosted newly arrived IDPs (n=13)2*

Food access 

Water access  

Security  

85+69+54+23 85% (11) 
69% (9) 

54% (7)
% of KI who reported drought 
was the primary reason why 
most leavers moved from the 
assessed location 82+18G82% 

Most reported main movement intentions 
of households that are planning to leave the 
settlement, by % of KIs

Leave temporarily 

Permanently abandon

45% 1

2 39% 

Livelihoods Access

Most commonly reported necessary conditions 
for most people to return to the assessed 
location, by % of KIs282+66+63+62 82% 

66% 
63% 

Humanitarian assistance access

Security 

Economic opportunities 

62% Basic services access 

64% 
25% of KIs reported disputes had taken place in 
their settlements of origin in the month prior to 
data collection.

Among those KIs, 64% perceived 
food to be among the main causes 
for such disputes. 

48% 
25% of KIs reported disputes had taken place 
in their settlement of origin in the month prior 
to data collection.

Among those KIs, 48% perceived 
water to be among the main 
causes for such disputes. 

14+14+14 Few

None

NA

14+14+14 All

Many

Some

Estimated proportion of individuals who lost their 
main livelihood due to drought, by % of KIs

9% 

28% 9+28+28+34+1+0G 28% 

34% 

1% 

0% 

Most commonly reported sources of livelihood 
for most people, by % of KIs280+42+36 80% 

42% 
Crop cultivation

Livestock production

Daily labour 36% 



Employment23%  (3) 

*This finding relates to a subset of the total sample. 
Findings from a sample subset with less than 30 KIs. 
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Livelihoods Access

 CROP CULTIVATION LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 

14+14+14 Few

None

NA

14+14+14 All

Many

Some

Estimated proportion of livestock loss for most 
people in the settlement by % of KIs who reported that people 
owned livestock in their settlement of origin (n=76)

8% 

37% 8+37+30+25+0+0G 30% 

25% 

0% 

0% 

14+14+14 Few

None

NA

14+14+14 All

Many

Some

Estimated proportion of crop loss for most people 
in the settlement, by % of KIs

11% 

36% 11+36+33+20+0+0G 33% 

20% 

0% 

0% 

🐑 🐓 🐪🐐🐂
SHEEP GOATCATTLE CAMELPOULTRY

72% 59% 68% 26% 33% 

Most commonly reported types of livestock held by 
most people in the settlement by % of KIs who reported that 
people owned livestock in their settlement of origin (n=76) 2

Estimated impact of livestock 
disease outbreaks on food 
access by % of KIs who reported   
disease outbreaks (n = 31)

84+13+3G35+65G42% 

14+14+14 large 

Small 

None

84% 

3% 

13% 

% of KIs who reported 
a livestock disease 
outbreak by % of KIs who 
reported people that owned 
livestock in their settlement 
of origin (n=76)

Most commonly reported reasons for crop 
loss  by % of 76 KIs who reported that the settlement of 
origin had experienced crop loss during the last harvest (n 
= 76) 2 84+57+57 84% 

57% 

No rain 

High temperatures 

No irrigation 57% 

Most commonly reported water sources 
for irrigation, by % of KIs225+20+18 25% 

20% 

Own borehole

Stored rain  

Well 18% 

Market Situation 

Access to functioning markets, by % of KIs

5+80+15+0G
14+14 Full access 

NA

14+14 No access

Restricted  

5% 

80% 

15% 

0% 

Markets or roads being 
closed was the main reason 
for a lack of market access in 
the assessed locations 


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Market Situation 

14+14+14 Unavailable

Available

NA  

680+320 250+750

320+680730+270+0

350+650

960+40

Mosquito nets Shoes 

SoapTools for farming and seeds

Water 

Women's hygiene materials

68% 

25% 

35% 

96% 

Reported availability of 
key items in main markets 
(accessed by most 
households) by % of KIs who 
reported people in their settlement of 
origin could access a market (n = 71)

620+380

900+100+0

210+790

820+180

490+510

610+390

Clothes and materials for sewing

Construction materials 

Food

Fuel for cooking

Jerry cans

Livestock

49% 

Estimated distance to the closest functioning market from the settlement by foot by % of KIs who 

reported that people in the settlement of origin had access to markets (n = 71) 14
NA

14+14 More than half a day

More than 1 hour to half a day 3+45+34+18+0G 0% 3% 
14+14 30 minutes to 1 hour 

Under 30 minutes  45% 

34% 

18% 

Most commonly reported financial factors restricting market access by % of KIs who reported that people in the 

settlement of origin had access to markets (n = 71)2

2 4

1 Prices are too high for households  61% 3 Fuel for personal transport is too expensive 20% 

Public transport is too expensive  Most households do not have sufficient cash 18% 27% 

96+4G96% 92+8G92% 86+14G86% 

% of KIs who perceived that 
water prices increased due to 
drought in the month prior to 
data collection

% of KIs who perceived that 
food prices increased due to 
drought in the month prior to 
data collection

% of KIs who perceived that 
non-food item prices increased 
due to drought in the month 
prior to data collection

96%

90%

82%

73%

68%

61%

49%

62%

35%

32%

25%

21%
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% of KIs who reported food access 
worsened in the month prior to data 
collection

82% 

Food and Water Access 

Estimated proportion of households who reportedly 
skipped 2 or more meals per day most of the time 
to cope with a lack of food, by % of KIs14+14+14 Few

None

NA

14+14+14 All

Many

Some

5% 

14% 5+14+54+26+1+0G 54% 

26% 

1% 

0% 

Most commonly reported strategies used to find 
new food sources, by % of KIs286+64+25 86% 

64% 

Borrowing food 

Borrowing money to buy food

Collecting firewood in 
dangerous places to sell

25% 

 FOOD ACCESS 

% of KIs who reported food access 
stayed the same in the month prior to 
data collection

5% 

Own cultivated production 

Own livestock production

62% 1

2 16% 

Bought with cash  3 13% 

Most commonly reported main sources of food, 
by % of KIs

 WATER ACCESS 

Unprotected well  

Borehole or tubewell 

53% 1

2 18% 

Rainwater collection 3 9% 

Most commonly reported main sources of 
water, by % of KIs

% of KIs who reported that 
households that did not rely 
on surface water as the most 
common water source had to 
drink surface water to meet all 
water needs 

59% 

Estimated proportion of households who had 
sufficient access to meet all water needs by % of KIs 14+14+14 Many

All

NA

14+14+14 None

Few

Some

30% 

51% 

18% 

1% 

0% 

0% 30+51+18+1G% KIs who reported food access 
improved in the month prior to data 
collection

13% 

Estimated time required to reach and return from 
the closest water source (by foot, including waiting 
time), by % of KIs4+42+43+11 4% 

42% 
43% 

More than half a day 

More than 1 hour to half a day 

30 minutes to 1 hour

11% Under 30 minutes 


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Health Access 

Endnotes 

% of KIs who reported 
households could not access 
any health service  74+26G74% 

100G0% 
% of KIs who reported that 
households could access first aid 
or a hospital from their settlement

Most commonly reported health barriers, by % 
of KIs2 76+58+42+36 76% 

58% 

Distance to health facility

Insecurity

Cost of health services 42% 

36% Lack of staff

1. Findings may be biased towards settlements where a 
higher number of KIs were interviewed. 

2.  KIs could select multiple answers, thus findings might 
exceed 100%.

Due to the low number of settlements assessed (13), all 
findings are presented by % of KIs (76).

REACH Initiative facilitates the development of information 
tools and products that enhance the capacity of aid actors to 
make evidence-based decisions in emergency, recovery and 
development contexts. The methodologies used by REACH 
include primary data collection and in-depth analysis, 
and all activities are conducted through inter-agency aid 
coordination mechanisms. REACH is a joint initiative of 
IMPACT Initiatives, ACTED and the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research - Operational Satellite Applications 
Programme (UNITAR-UNOSAT).

Find all the latest REACH Somalia information products on 

our Resource Centre.
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