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Context & Rationale Map 1: Number of vendor Kls interviewed in the February 2025 round of
the JMMI, by district

In January 2025, the United States (U.S.)

suspended its foreign assistance,” which has N
caused major losses in access to humanitarian W$E
assistance across Afghanistan. With reductions kg

in in-kind assistance, commercial supply chains
are essential to ensuring continued access

to basic goods for affected populations. This

is particularly critical during the lean season,
which lasts from February until May. The lean
season overlaps with winter, during which
heavy snowfall may disrupt supply chains.

0 100 200

Takhar

In order to better understand these dynamics,
this overview analyses the availability of
essential goods in markets across Afghanistan.
Looking further into how supply chains
function, it provides insights into how resilient
supply has been over past 12 months through
February 2025 to trade disruptions, aid
suspensions, and seasonal dynamics.
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Number of vendor Kis interviewed by district
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This brief forms part of a series of quarterly 2:2
markets briefs. The themes alternate between 9-13
the current focus on availability of goods and . 14-19
resilience of markets, with the second theme District boundary
being affordability of goods and access of [] Province boundary

consumers to essential commodities.

Key Messages

« Across assessed markets, food and non-food items were available at stable prices. This was likely due to
diversified supply chains, with vendors relying on multiple suppliers both within Afghanistan and in neighbouring
countries.

« U.S. funding suspensions and wider reductions in aid over the past two years may affect markets through
changes to supply and demand. These changes should be monitored closely in the following months to ensure
that access and affordability of essential goods is maintained.

e Assessed markets in Afghanistan appeared to be resilient to supply shortages during the winter lean season, with
goods remaining available and prices remaining stable. However, employment opportunities and hence incomes
tend to decrease in winter, which likely reduces households’ abilities to meet their needs.
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Methodology Overview

Primary data comes from the Joint Market
Monitoring Initiative (JMMI), an assessment
conducted by REACH through the Cash Working
Group (CWG) and its partners. The IMMI is a
monthly assessment in which vendor key informants
(Kls) are purposively selected from markets across
Afghanistan. The Kls are interviewed using a structured
questionnaire which asks about the availability and
prices of essential goods in the Kl's location, as

well as providing insights into market functionality.
The brief includes JMMI data from February 2024

1. Availability of Essential Goods

In February 2025, the vast majority of interviewed
Key Informants (Kis) reported that essential items
including flour, rice, vegetable oil, and various non-
food items were widely available in their markets. An
important exception included safe drinking water, which
21% of interviewed vendors reported to be completely
unavailable.? However, in the quarterly Humanitarian
Situation Monitoring (HSM), community Kis rarely
reported market availability as a barrier to accessing
drinking water.? This may be due to higher reliance

on wells, piped networks, and other sources, with few
households relying on bottled water or water trucking.*
Sanitary pads were also relatively less available, with
23% of vendor Kls reporting that availability was limited
and 8% that they were completely unavailable. This was
particularly the case in the Central Highland and North-
Eastern regions.?

2. Stocks

The vast majority of interviewed vendors had stocks
that far exceeded their restocking times. This was
especially true for non-food items (NFls). For each NFI
included in the assessment, vendors had a median of 12-
25 days of stocks, with most having a median re-stocking
time of 2 days. Food stocks were slightly lower at a median
of 15 days for each of the four assessed items (wheat,
rice, vegetable oil, and beans/pulses), with the same 2
day restocking time.? This suggests that the risk of
shortages of NFIs and shelf-stable foods in the market
due to delays in deliveries is relatively low. Note that
the JMMI does not include fresh foods. These are likely to
differ in both their supply chains and storage needs, such
that further assessments would be required to evaluate
the resilience of their supply.

Around half of the interviewed vendors had their own
locked and secure storage facilities in their shops, a
fifth relied on external storage or stored their goods
at home, while a quarter did not have safe storage.
Storage options did not measurably impact the stocks

of these vendors — those with secure storage tended to

through February 2025. The most recent dataset can
be accessed here and the corresponding dashboard
can be found here; for more information on the
methodology, please see the Terms of Reference here.

Note that due to the key informant methodology and
reliance on purposive sampling, the JMMI data does not
accurately portray conditions in all markets. Instead, it
provides an indication of conditions in assessed markets.

In addition to the JMMI, this brief includes data from
various secondary sources. These fill information gaps
and aid in contextualising the data. The full list of
sources used can be found in the endnotes.

have a similar number of days of stocks as those without.?
As such, the volume of storage space seems of lesser
concern than its quality. Storage infrastructure, including
commercial storage facilities and warehouses, on-farm
storage such as grain and rice silos, and household
storage are important particularly for reducing losses

in the food value chain. By reducing food waste and
improving availability during the lean season, they may
contribute to food security. Storage may also increase
business opportunities, for instance opening up export
markets for fresh produce by increasing its shelf life.®

3. Supply Chains

As only vendors were interviewed, the information on
supply chains — including processes from raw material
to consumer — is incomplete. However, some interesting
observations can be made.

Of the interviewed Kis that sold food, the median

had five food suppliers (see figure 1).2 This suggests a
relatively diversified supply network, which may increase
resilience against supply disruptions. The vast majority
(92%) of these suppliers were based in Afghanistan, but
78% of these did not produce the goods themselves.
Instead, they functioned as traders. At least a third of these
traders sourced the goods outside of Afghanistan, most
often from Kazakhstan, Pakistan, and Iran.? This suggests
that Afghanistan has strong links into international
markets, which may be important for ensuring
continuity of supplies during the local lean season or
during drought years. Conversely, ongoing geopolitical
tensions may make Afghanistan more vulnerable to
trade disruptions (see section 4. Shocks). Data from the
World Bank suggests that imports to Afghanistan have
been increasing, reaching USD 7.8 billion (b) in 2023 and
growing even further in 2024. This far exceeds the total
export volume of USD 1.9 b in 2023, leading to a trade
deficit of USD 5.9 b, some 34% of the GDP. The increasing
import volume is in part due to a reliance on imported
staple foods such as wheat, flour, rice, and fresh produce,
but also minerals such as fuel, and textile imports.®

While the above paragraph focuses on food supply, the
picture is largely the same for non-food items.
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Figure 1: Supply Chains of Interviewed Vendors Who Sold Food (February 2025)
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Although dependence on imports is high, there is
some evidence that local production is recovering.
Firstly, agricultural conditions in the last 2023/24
agricultural season showed improvements compared to
previous years, having benefited from more favourable
weather conditions. This is expected to improve local food
supply and thus benefit household food security.” The
industrial sector benefited from increases in mining and
quarrying, especially of coal and other minerals, while the
services sector benefited from increased trade.® Overall,
while national accounting data suggests low growth in
GDP, analysis using night light data suggests a higher
level of economic recovery. By 2024, civilian night light
had recovered beyond levels seen in 2021, before the
change of authorities.® Improvements in economic activity
may suggest an increase in local production of goods,
which may benefit local supply as well as exports.

Night Light Data

Night light data is collected by satellites measuring
brightness of land at night. It correlates well with
economic activity (GDP) as human activity generally
requires light, so that higher levels of light indicate
greater economic output. Its benefits include that it
is unbiased, does not exclude activity in the informal
economy, and is available at a higher frequency
than national accounting data.

Most interviewed vendors did not report supply issues
(such as monetary constraints, lack of availability of
goodes, restrictions). However, around 20% reported that
there were difficulties with road-based transportation
due to seasonality.? Due to the mountainous terrain and
extensive war damage, road conditions in Afghanistan
are poor and rural areas rely heavily on unpaved dirt
roads.’ The poor road conditions combined with
severe winters lead to regular disruptions to road
transport,'® which may disrupt supplies for essential
goods. This includes major transport routes. A well-
known example is the Salang Pass, which connects
Kabul to northern Afghanistan and bordering countries.
This pass is prone to avalanches which may shut

down transport.® More broadly however, inadequate

infrastructure is a key barrier to development, with
Afghanistan’s rural population remaining heavily reliant on
agriculture and livestock farming.>'"1?

In order to afford commodities for their business, 52%

of Kls had to take credit in the 30 days prior to data
collection. This was primarily credit from the supplier
(53%) or from friends and family (41%). Very few took
credit from third parties, with 5% using informal
lending services and 2% taking credit from banks.’ The
World Bank notes that restrictions on businesses, such as
limiting cash withdrawals to 5% of the current account
balance, and operational constraints of banks have limited
access to credit. In this context, microfinance has become
increasingly important. While there are ongoing academic
debates about the effectiveness of microfinance in
achieving socio-economic development, there are rigorous
studies in some contexts that have shown benefits to
entrepreneurship, incomes, asset creation, and other
important features of business, and so have helped to
reduce poverty.™

4. Shocks

Torkham Border Crossing Closure

Official trade through the main Pakistani-Afghan
border crossing, Torkham, ceased on 21 February
2025, only resuming on 19 March.™ The cause, as
reported by news outlets, was a dispute over infrastructure
construction on the Afghan side of the border, which

led to the closure of Torkham border crossing.'®'® Some
outlets have reported further disruptions after the crossing
re-opened due to technical faults.” It is not obvious

how much of Afghanistan’s international trade has been
affected. Sources initially spoke of 5,000 trucks stranded
on either side of the crossing,’ but these numbers were
not updated. Various data on trade volumes have also
been published. The World Bank indicates that 16% of
imports came from Pakistan in 2023, amounting to USD
1.25 b,® while the Observatory for Economic Complexity
estimated USD 0.97 b.” Assuming trade volumes were
equal each day and that trade ceased entirely, this could
amount to as much as USD 2.6 million (m) — 3.4 m lost
each day, or USD 70 m — 92 m from 21 February to 19

March.
REACH ;...
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Products imported from Pakistan in 2023 primarily
included rice (22%) and other foodstuffs, packaged
medication (11%) and other chemical products.' As
these are essential goods, trade disruptions may have
substantial impacts on local populations. Next to the
duration of closures, impacts depend on whether traders
were able to increase imports from other countries, what
the levels of stocks were, and other factors. As 9% of

Kls reported that their food supplies were sourced from
Pakistan and 13% for NFls,? the April JMMI data will be
able to shed more light on possible impacts should trade
remain disrupted.

United States Foreign Aid Cessations

On 20 January 2025, the U.S. government issued a stop
work order for almost all foreign assistance. A waiver
for life-saving assistance followed on 28 January, but its
implementation has been hampered by cash flow issues
resulting from a lack of aid disbursements.”

The Afghan economy is dependent on aid shipments.
For instance, despite the trade deficits mentioned

above, the Afghan currency has remained stable.?’ This

is unusual as major trade deficits ordinarily lead to
currency depreciation. One of the reasons given for the
surprising stability of the Afghani is the large volume of
cash shipments by humanitarian and basic needs actors.®
Correspondingly, the stop work order caused sudden
currency depreciation, from 74.5 AFN per USD in early
January to a peak of 84 AFN after the announcement,
a 13% depreciation, falling to levels last seen in 2023.
However, the Da Afghanistan Bank intervened by
auctioning off U.S. dollars, allowing the currency to
recover to 76 AFN per USD in January 2025 and 74
AFN in February.?0*'

The impacts of aid cessations require further assessment.
Work by the Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP)
Working Group and REACH thus far show that aid stops

have been felt across communities in Afghanistan as of
February and March 2025.%

The current aid cessations are part of a larger trend of
aid reductions. Humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan
fell from USD 3.8 b in 2022 to USD 1.7 b in 2024.28

As shown in the figure 2 below, these reductions are
highly visible in terms of reductions in the number of
communities that have been reached by assistance. Of
note is that while aid is seasonal — the harsh winters,
overlapping with the lean season, generally see more
communities receiving assistance - the proportion of Kls
reporting that no aid was received substantially increased
from 33% in February 2024 to 48% in February 2025.
Further cuts may become evident in the following months
if cash flow issues are not addressed.

Assistance impacts markets. These impacts depend
strongly on the local context, and the type, timing, and
volume of assistance provided. While empirical data is
lacking, the following text-box provides a discussion of
possible impacts.

Impacts of Assistance on Markets

In 2024, 74% of Afghans reached by humanitarian
assistance received food, with around a third

of all funding going towards food assistance.

This included in-kind assistance (59%) and cash
assistance (41%).3> Given that food assistance was
the highest-funded and most wide-reaching form
of assistance, possible impacts of food aid cuts on
markets are discussed here.

Consider in-kind assistance. For Afghanistan, the
WEFP procured around 22% of all food commodities
locally (USD 41 m).® Local procurement tends to

Figure 2: Aid access: % of communities in which households had received aid in the 30 days prior to data collection?
The dotted red trend line suggests that the proportion of assessed communities that have not been receiving aid has been increasing

over the past 3 years.
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increase demand for locally produced food, which
may drive up prices. Higher prices and increased
demand improve incomes for farmers and other
actors in the food value chains. However, they may
hurt households that are neither food producers
nor have access to food assistance.???* Empirical
evidence from other contexts suggests that price
increases are generally relatively small 3435

Conversely, a substantial amount of food aid is
imported from abroad. Since beneficiaries have less
need to buy food in the market, demand decreases.
During the lean season, when even food producers
often have to buy food to meet their needs, lower
prices will be beneficial to all households. If aid

is disbursed during the harvest, however, the

lower prices may cause losses for farmers and

other households who depend on food value
chains.?2?* An example of this comes from a study
of Afghanistan in the early 2000s. It found that due
to Afghanistan’s strong links to foreign markets and
dependence on imports, wheat prices generally did
not drop below import prices. However, in 2003,
Afghanistan saw record-high wheat production
levels. The amount of imported wheat aid was not
adjusted, with the authors estimating that this led to
as much as a 15% decrease in local wheat prices.?

Finally, cash assistance has been shown to have
major long-term benefits not only for beneficiaries,
but also for other members of their communities.
However, as cash assistance increases demand in
the markets, it too may drive up prices. Studies from
other contexts have shown how this may lead to
increased rates of food insecurity and malnutrition
among non-beneficiary households.?”

In short, aid cuts may cause markets to react in
several ways — possibly increasing prices due to

lower levels of food aid imports or decreasing

prices due to lower demand from local procurement
and income losses from previous cash assistance
beneficiaries. With JMMI data collection having
occurred shortly after the stop work order was
issued, impacts had not yet materialised. More
information should become available in the
following rounds of data collection.

In addition to the January aid cuts, the U.S. government
has announced wide-ranging import tariffs, affecting
virtually all countries. This includes Afghanistan,

whose tariff level is now set at 10%.3° Direct impacts

are expected to be limited, given the low level of
trade between the two countries. In 2024, Afghanistan
exported USD 22.6 m worth of goods to the U.S.*'
amounting to some 1% of total exports.3'® Less clear are
the potential indirect effects, through disruptions of global
supply chains, changes to the global economy, currency
impacts on the USD, and others. These impacts will
emerge over the coming months, and may be discussed in
the following quarterly brief.

Seasonality and Winter Conditions

Winter conditions in Afghanistan are severe, with heavy
snowfall in mountainous areas. Snowfall may disrupt
supply routes and isolate communities. This is visible
in the data, with around 20% of vendor Kis reporting
difficulties with road transport due to seasonality.’
Furthermore, during the February 2025 HSM data
collection, community Kls in 33% of assessed communities
reported that households' movements were restricted
due to snow, with 16% of these (5% of all assessed
communities) reporting that households could not
reasonably travel even to the neighbouring community.
REACH's field team also faced extreme challenges

in reaching these communities in order to conduct

Figure 3: Median Cost of the Food Basket and Minimum Expenditure Basket, in AFN
Please note that different markets were assessed each month, so that some variations in prices from month-to-month are expected.
The MEB reference value is set by the CWG in dollar terms. Here, the value was converted to AFN using the JMMI exchange rate for ease

of comparison.
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interviews, while communities which were not assessed
may have had more severe access conditions.

In addition to transport disruptions, the period of
February through May constitutes the lean season,?*
during which time supply of local food products is
lacking.

Despite these supply challenges, data on availability from
the JMMI and on prices from the JMMI and WFP do not
show obvious seasonal effects. Consider figure 3 above.

It shows the development of the Minimum Expenditure
Basket (MEB) and Food Basket. The MEB estimates the
minimum costs for a family of 7 to meet their basic needs
for a month. This cost remained largely constant over the
past year, only increasing somewhat around April and
May 2024. The Food Basket covers the cost of meeting the
caloric requirements of a family of 7 for one month. It too
remained stable over the past year.? These findings are
corroborated by data from the WFP.2°

While overall prices show surprisingly little variation across
the year, fresh foods do show seasonality. The WFP found
that vegetables had significant price fluctuations, with
increasing prices in the winter season. They note a host

of causes, including reduced local food supply, a lack of
storage capacity, and a high dependency on imports.?

Taken together however, it seems that for communities
with large markets, supply chains functioned well and
were able to compensate for reduced local production
during the winter months. Further assessments are
required to understand the impacts on smaller markets
and in communities that may be isolated during the
winter.

While prices and availability appear to remain stable
during the winter, there is some concern about
decreases in incomes. With poor weather conditions,
demand for daily labour in construction, agriculture, and
other sectors declines. Hence, vulnerable populations
are less able to find employment, leading to a decline

in income.?>?® The decline in income at constant prices
causes reductions in purchasing power, made worse by
increased household expenditures due to cost of heating
fuels and others.?

5. Conclusions

Data on markets show widespread availability of essential
foods and non-food items even during the lean season.
This is likely made possible by diversified supply chains,
with the median retailers relying on around five suppliers
to meet their needs, sourcing products both from within
Afghanistan and from various neighbouring countries. In
addition to diversified suppliers, vendors had stocks that
substantially exceeded restocking times — around 12-25
days of stocks for various products and around 2 days to
restock — which provides some insurance against supply
disruptions. However, many do not have secure and
lockable storage facilities, which may lead to losses.

One of the difficulties experienced by vendors is an
inability to afford commodities for their businesses
outright, requiring them to take debt. This was usually
possible through credits from suppliers and support
from relatives or friends. Credit services, including
informal services and banks, were rarely used by
interviewed vendors. While the World Bank has noted
several constraints on businesses taking out formal
loans, they have seen an increase in microfinance access.
The benefits of microfinance differ by context, but they
provide potential opportunities for micro- and small-scale
enterprises, and hence may support in reducing poverty.

In terms of shocks experienced during the last 12 months
up to February 2025, this brief considered cessation

of trade with Pakistan, U.S. funding cuts, and seasonal
dynamics. Tensions at the border halted trade with
Pakistan between 21 February and 19 March. Given

the volume of trade and the essential nature of goods
imported from Pakistan, including rice and medication,
this may reduce access of affected populations to basic
goods. U.S. funding cuts and wider reductions in aid can
also have substantial impacts on local markets. Depending
on the type of assistance provided, the timing of its
distribution, and the local context, aid has the potential to
lower or raise market prices, and to increase or decrease
market supplies. Here too, the impacts will only become
visible over time. Lastly, seasonality is a major factor in
Afghanistan. The winters are harsh, with snowfall cutting
off remote communities and disrupting road transport,
while the lean season implies reductions in availability of
locally produced foods. Surprisingly, assessed markets
were resilient to winter conditions, showing continued
availability and constant prices of essential goods.
However, further research is needed to understand supply
dynamics in small markets and remote villages, particularly
in higher-elevation areas which see heavy snowfalls.
Further, there are concerns that reduce job availability
across communities and increased living expenses may
yet reduce households’ abilities to meet their basic needs
during the winter.

ABOUT REACH

REACH Initiative facilitates the development of
information tools and products that enhance the
capacity of aid actors to make evidence-based
decisions in emergency, recovery and development
contexts. The methodologies used by REACH include
primary data collection and in-depth analysis, and

all activities are conducted through inter-agency aid
coordination mechanisms. REACH is a joint initiative
of IMPACT Initiatives, ACTED and the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research - Operational
Satellite Applications Programme (UNITAR-UNOSAT).

Informing
more effective
humanitarian action




Quarterly Markets Brief | Afghanistan 7

Endnotes

1. Clark K (February 2025). ‘Stop Work!" Aid and the Afghan economy after the halt to US aid. Afghanistan Analysts Network - English.
Accessed February 12, 2025. https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/

2. REACH Afghanistan, Cash and Voucher Working Group. Joint Market Monitoring Initiative.

3. REACH Afghanistan. Humanitarian Situation Monitoring.

4. Whole of Afghanistan Assessment (WoAA) 2024.

5. Turley L, Uzsoki D (December 2018). Financing Rural Infrastructure: Priorities and pathways for ending hunger. https://www.iisd.org/
6.World Bank (2024). Afghanistan Development Update. https://reliefweb.int/

7. FEWS NET (2024). Afghanistan Food Security Outlook June 2024 - January 2025: The Wheat Harvest Is Improving Food Access,
Particularly in Rural Areas. https://reliefweb.int/

8. Barriga Cabanillas 0, Kosmidou-Bradley W, Redaelli S, Tateishi E, Teruggi | (2024). Afghanistan’s New Economic Landscape: Using
Nighttime Lights to Understand the Civilian Economy after 2021. World Bank (WB). doi:10.1596/1813-9450-10969

9. Gul F, Mazloum Yar FG, Zazia G (2024). Obstacles and Challenges of Rural Development in Afghanistan: Examining Problems and
Solutions: A Review. Formosa J Multidiscip Res. 3:3639-3656. doi:10.55927/fjmr.v3i9.11564

10. OCHA (2022). Afghanistan: Humanitarian Access Severity Overview. https://reliefweb.int/

11. Shaig MA, Khalil K, Asadi A, Barati AA (2021). Investigating Afghanistan’s Rural Development Challenges and their Solutions. J Rural
Res. 12(3):520-535. doi:10.22059/jrur.2021.314964.1585

12. Jones S, Howarth S (2012). Supporting Infrastructure Development in Fragile and Conflict-Affected States: Learning from Experience.

https://www.gov.uk/

13. Coelho Ribeiro JP, Duarte F (2022). Does microfinance foster the development of its clients? A bibliometric analysis and systematic

literature review. Financ Innov. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40854-022-00340-x
14. Reuters (March 2025). Pakistan, Afghanistan open main border crossing, closed for nearly a month. https://www.reuters.com/

15. Ariana News (April 2025). Exports to Pakistan grind to a halt over faulty scanner at Torkham. https://www.ariananews.af/

16. Yuwar MY, Ali M (March 2025). Pakistani, Afghan security forces clash at closed main border crossing. Reuters. https://www.reuters.
com/

17. Mehsud R (March 2025). Pakistan, Afghanistan officials seek urgent reopening of Torkham border to ease Ramadan trade, travel. Arab

News. https://arab.news/jaq7e.
18. Azizi Q (March 2025). Second round of Torkham talks canceled as Taliban skip meeting: Sources. Amu TV. https://amu.tv/162612/.

19. The Observatory of Economic Complexity (n.d.). Pakistan (PAK) Exports, Imports, and Trade Partners. Accessed March 13, 2025.
https://oec.world/en/profile/country/pak

20. World Food Programme (WFP) (February 2025). Afghanistan: Monthly Market Report Issue 57: February 2025. https://reliefweb.int/
report/afghanistan/afghanistan-monthly-market-report-issue-57-february-2025

21. World Food Programme (WFP) (January 2025). Afghanistan: Monthly Market Report Issue 56: January 2025. https://reliefweb.int/
report/afghanistan/afghanistan-monthly-market-report-issue-56-january-2025

22. Barrett CB (2006). Food Aid’s Intended and Unintended Consequences. doi:10.2139/ssrn.1142286

23. Donovan C, McGlinchy M, Staatz JM, Tschirley DL, eds (2006). Emergency Needs Assessments and the Impact of Food Aid on Local
Markets. doi:10.22004/ag.econ.54566

24. OCHA (2024). Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan. https://www.unocha.org/
25. iIMMAP (2025). Winter Needs and Resilience Study in Afghanistan. https://reliefweb.int/
26. World Food Programme (WFP) (January 2025). WFP Afghanistan: Situation Report, January 2025. https://reliefweb.int/

27. Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP) WG, REACH (March 2025). Community Insights on the Impact of the US Funding
Suspension in Afghanistan. https://reliefweb.int/

28. OCHA (n.d.). Financial Tracking Service - Afghanistan 2024. https://fts.unocha.org/

29. Gibbons-Neff, T., Akbary, Y., Hayeri, K. (2022). ‘Fighting Was Easier”: Taliban Take On a Treacherous, Avalanche-Prone Pass. The New
York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/

Informing
more effective
humanitarian action



https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/stop-work-aid-and-the-afghan-economy-after-the-halt-to-us-aid/
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/publications/financing-rural-infrastructure.pdf?q=sites/default/files/publications/financing-rural-infrastructure.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-development-update-december-2024-endarips
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-food-security-outlook-june-2024-january-2025-wheat-harvest-improving-food-access-particularly-rural-areas
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-access-severity-overview-december-2022
https://www.gov.uk/research-for-development-outputs/supporting-infrastructure-development-in-fragile-and-conflict-affected-states-learning-from-experience
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40854-022-00340-x
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-afghanistan-open-main-border-crossing-closed-nearly-month-2025-03-19/.
https://www.ariananews.af/exports-to-pakistan-grind-to-a-halt-over-faulty-scanner-at-torkham/.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistani-afghan-security-forces-clash-closed-main-border-crossing-2025-03-03/.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistani-afghan-security-forces-clash-closed-main-border-crossing-2025-03-03/.
https://arab.news/jaq7e.
https://amu.tv/162612/.
https://oec.world/en/profile/country/pak
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-monthly-market-report-issue-57-february-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-monthly-market-report-issue-57-february-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-monthly-market-report-issue-56-january-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-monthly-market-report-issue-56-january-2025
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024#:~:text=In%202025%2C%20humanitarian%20actors%20will,hygiene%20items%20and%20cash%20assistance%2C
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-winter-needs-and-resilience-study-january-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/wfp-afghanistan-situation-report-january-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/collective-aap-afghanistan-community-insights-impact-us-funding-suspension-afghanistan-issue-2-20-march-2025
https://fts.unocha.org/countries/1/flows/2024
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/03/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-salang-pass.html

Quarterly Markets Brief | Afghanistan

30. BBC Visual Journalism Team (April 2025). Trump Tariffs List: See All the Tariffs by Country. BBC News. https://www.bbc.com/
31. United States Trade Representative (n.d.). Afghanistan Trade Summary. Accessed April 24, 2025. https://ustr.gov/

32. OCHA (March 2025). Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan 2024 - Response Overview (1 January - 31 December 2024). https://
reliefweb.int/

33. World Food Programme (WFP) (March 2025). Afghanistan Annual Country Report 2024. https://docs.wfp.org/

34. Zavale, H., Myers, R., and Tschirley, D. (2015). Market Level Effects of World Food Program Local and Regional Procurement of Food
Aid in Africa. https://doi.org/10.22004/ag.econ.211862.

35. Tschirley, D., Myers, R., and Zavale, H. (2014). MSU/FSG Study of the Impact of WFP Local and Regional Food Aid Procurement on
Markets, Households, and Food Value Chains. MSU International Development Working Paper. https://doi.org/10.22004/ag.econ.184835.

36. Chabot, P., and Dorosh, P.A. (2007). “Wheat Markets, Food Aid and Food Security in Afghanistan.” Food Policy 32, no. 3: 334-53.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2006.07.002.

37. Koch, D.-J. (2024). “6 Price Effects - When Aid Drives Prices up (or Down).” In Foreign Aid and Its Unintended Consequences.
Routledge.

Informing
more effective
humanitarian action



https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5ypxnnyg7jo
https://ustr.gov/countries-regions/south-central-asia/afghanistan.
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2024-response-overview-1-january-31-december-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2024-response-overview-1-january-31-december-2024
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000165338/download/
https://doi.org/10.22004/ag.econ.211862.
https://doi.org/10.22004/ag.econ.184835.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2006.07.002.

